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intelligent, educated, progressive atheist do - he may reach for a rope and hang himself; he may
seize a revolver and shoot himself in the head; he may reach for some poison and end his life.

What does one who is a believer do in such circumstances - he humbly accepts the cross
with all its sufferings and he bears it on his own way of the cross, quietly whispering, Lord, Thy
will be done.

We must believe; all of us must believe. A child believes his parents; a student believes
his teachers; a wife believes her husband and the husband believes his wife; a soldier believes
his leader. Therefore, man should believe in God the Creator.

Did you ever think that when you sit down even for dinner that you are making an act
of faith? You don’t know whether in this bread or in this meat or in these vegetables in which
you expect receive nourishment, you could instead find death. Are you sick? You call for a
doctor. You not only entrust your health to him, but you entrust him with your life and you
allow him to check your insides. Isn’t that an act of faith? That is the way everything happens in
other ways of life.

We all commit many acts of faith every day; we would perish if we didn’t to them. Thus
one dies if one doesn’t believe. Therefore, if without faith there is no physical life nor mental
life, nor family life, nor life in society and if without faith it is impossible to maintain all
relationships with people, then how could we possibly have a relationship with God without
faith? We cannot wander through this miserable world not believing in a person and yet, we
would want to pass through the world, not believing in God. That is not only being naive, but
that is real insanity.

Further on, my correspondent crows triumphantly - “If your God does exist, let Him
continue to stay in heaven. The earth is for us people to cultivate the land and we are really
doing well and we govern ourselves rather well.” What irony! What insolence! What
blasphemy! That objection is neither amazing nor anything new. It is only an echo of the French
unbelievers of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries who wanted to expel God from the
minds, hearts and souls of the French nation. They threw God out beyond the borders of
France. What were the results of this French rebellion against God? It was the French
Revolution, a flood of fraternal blood, the collapse of the authority of both Divine and human
laws, the corruption of customs, the immorality of the press and volatile writings; the coming
into existence of secret societies whose main objectives were to spread unbelief, to strengthen
people’s hatred for God, to get rid of all religious communities, to confiscate the material
possessions of the Church, and so forth. This is why, from the year 1789, the greatness and the
glory of the French nation began to decrease and disappear, until the year 1940 when it
disappeared completely. Even today, France has been totally beaten and is helpless. She will
exist like this until she returns to God.
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The assertion that - the earth is for people who cultivate it and do a good job with the earth and
in governing themselves; this is a statement made up of parts, one part is true and another part is
false, exaggeration and let me call it blindness.

Who created the world; who gave this earth to man; rather who lent it to man for a
certain predetermined space of time? Please listen carefully - God created it and God said, “In
toil shall you eat the yield of this ground all the days of your life. Thorns and thistles shall it
bring forth to you as you eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow shall you get
bread to eat, until you return to the ground from which you were taken. For you are dirt and
into dirt you shall return.”

The Apostle Paul thus reminds all of us - “Thus, neither he who plants is nothing nor he
who waters these plants, for only God gives the growth.”

The fact that people cultivate the land and then that land bears a harvest of plenty that
still is not in entirely due to the sole merit of people; far from it. The efficacy of human efforts
depends greatly upon God. I will prove it to you. If God withholds the dews and the rains from
fertilizing the soil we then have dry spells which change farms into deserts. Or if at God’s
command we have downpours, floods which change the fields into a lake or the Creator orders
the rays of the sun to scorch the seeds that were sown; or God may send locusts, a pestilence or
something similar so that in such allowances by God for man it means work and the efforts of

many people.

You claim that people govern themselves well and have a pretty good life; if you are so
naive and so gullible, you most probably do not want us to be around you. You say that people
govern themselves well; people are well off. Just look around at the world, look at the reality
and not at some illusion. Wherever you look, even in the best of governments, there are
shortages, frictions, fights and misunderstandings. Slowly go through every country in Europe,
Asia, Africa, South America and you will see how these people are governed and how the
people get along. Everywhere there are disturbances, riots, revolutions, fights and the spilling
of blood. Everywhere there is misery, poverty, great need and hunger. Everywhere there is
oppression, worry and slavery. This is how they are governing now and this is how people are
now getting along. Why is it so, because they pulled God down from the altars and put reason
in His place. From the tablets of the commandments of God, they erased the commands and
prohibitions of God and substituted them with theses on modern science and learning which do
not recognize the authority and wisdom of God the Creator.

My correspondent further philosopher states that “faith offends man, it humiliates him.
An even worse thing is to pray, to bow before some sort of mystical, fairy tale, imaginary being.
You have thought up some kind of God to suit your own interests and you use Him to frighten
a simple, blind people.” This is the way they talked, this is what they taught and they argued in
this way - the Nazis. They raised their children and their youth on these principles. Thus they
raised up for themselves people who were self-conceited, executioners and degenerates.
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The Communists are feeding a similar teaching and by force they are imbuing the souls
of their subordinates. These blasphemers do not spare God nor people. In their opinion, only
simple and uneducated people believe. To this simple and uneducated people, without
swallowing they add legions of enlightened, outstanding scholars in every sphere of science
and education. But history and truth, in the eyes of the blasphemer is just a trifle with which it
is not worth bothering. They travel on lies and they speed up with lies. They keep to the
principles of the French cynic Voltaire, who created the maxim - “Lie and lie, and always
something will remain from this.”

Does a child humiliate himself when he listens to and believes his father and mother?
Does a child, in any way diminish his dignity if he begs for something from his mother and
father, or thanks them, or apologizes to them on his knees for some transgression and then
kisses their hands? Of course not, but in your opinion, a person humiliates himself when he
asks God the Father for something, when he thanks God and when he apologizes to God and
asks for forgiveness. You cynically condemn each and every person who wants to converse with
God. You insist that “so many people talk about honest people,” and you don’t know any such.
Do you really believe that? If you do, then it is only because you don’t want to know them
because you do not acknowledge any kindness.

Then with one jump you change into an inquiring public prosecutor and you begin to
examine me as to whether I consider these people or others as honest people, for example brutal
and drunken men, wives who are gadabouts, idlers, frivolous and so on, but God forbid, I know
that on this earth there are many evil, perverse, dishonest people, but I believe that the majority
of people are individuals who are good, noble and honest.

There where you will point out to me a man who is good for nothing or a father who is a
drunk, I will show you a thousand exemplary men, fathers who are sober and strong. There
where you point out to me a god-for-nothing wife and a mother who is negligent and a very
poor manager and I will show you a thousand faithful wives and mothers like guardian angels.
This same thing also refers to children. This also hold true in every layer of society, in every
vocation and in every profession.

My correspondent further praises himself saying that although he had parents who were
deep believers, he brags I am neither a believing nor a praying man. Here I interrupt in order to
remind you that there are very many other creatures that do not believe, nor do they pray but
such also do not have a mind of their own.

Then, he insists but I live as nty honor dictates. The word honor can mean many things, but
it also could mean nothing. People interpret this word in various ways. Some interpret it to
mean honor or reverence, kind-hearted, a good name or honesty. It is clear that you don’t use
this word in this sense because you openly state that there are no people on this earth who are
honest or kind-hearted and therefore there are no honorable people. Yet, you are a person.




image9.jpeg
That entire gang of German gangsters constantly threw the word fonor on the right and
on the left. They gave their word of honor when making promises, when making diplomatic
talks, when concluding pacts, at the signing of agreements. What kind of meaning did this
glorified honor have in their opinion? Honor ordered them to lie, to cheat, to perjure themselves,
to attack, to rob, to burn, to destroy, to torture and to murder. You see where honor can lead a
person. The Pharisees also called themselves honorable people and today the very word
Pharisee designates a hypocritical and false person.

Near the end of your letter you write that “this is good for you. You are independent of
God and of people.” Just don’t go about praising yourself, for you don’t know when the Hand
of God will strike you, and under this blow you will break down, just as others broke down. No
person independent neither of God nor of people because he is a child of God, and a brother to
a neighbor. If some person arrogantly insists differently, it is not worth arguing with him.

To end this discussion, what is the meaning of honesty? It is nothing other than
completely relating the life of man with the laws of justice which God has written in the heart of
man. An honest person has a constant, live feeling of good and evil, of truth and falsehood, of
that which is right and that which is unjust, and what he owes to everyone.

A certain author wrote the following to his son; “My hope is that having done
everything possible in order to become a person who is totally honest, you understand that you
cannot become that without giving to God that which belongs to Him.”

To God belongs adoration and honor because He is the Lord and Master of everything.
We owe Him prayer and petitions because He is the only Giver of everything. We owe Him
thanksgiving because He has gifted us with life and a multitude of good things. We owe God
honor, not only interiorly and privately but also externally and publicly. Please understand that
a person cannot be honest in the full sense of the word as long as he does not pray to God. It
would be wonderful if each of us had that honorable ambition that once we are gone, the future
generations, in talking about us would be able to say - “He/she was a very honest person.”
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January 16, 1949
1 greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

A few weeks ago I received a letter in the mail. It was a very long letter. It was written by a
man who claimed above all that he has a university education. He claims that he was educated in
Poland. He has traveled to various countries and claims to understand people and human nature.
He will not allow anyone to lead him by the nose, be it a priest or a plain civilian who keeps with a
cleric, regardless of his religious affiliation. With great emphasis, he admits that despite the fact that
his parents were deep believers, he, as an honest progressive, has long ago stopped believing in God
and also in people. An intelligent person who is educated always and everywhere knows how to
help himself. He is self-sufficient in everything. This, and similar nonsense is in the first part of this
letter.

The letter itself is divided into two sections. In the first part he attacks God, faith and people.
These are his words: “If your God does exist, let Him just stay in heaven. This earth is for people
who cultivate this land and they do well in that and in governing themselves. To believe in some
sort of God is an insult to man and belittles man. An even worse thing is to pray, kneel and bow to
some sort of mythical fairy tale and made up being. You have made ups some kind of God for your
own personal interests and you use Him to scare a simple, bling people.

Father Justin talks so much about honest people. I don’t know any such people. People lie,
cheat, falsify and steal. They pretend that they are honest, that’s all. Do men who leave their wife
and squander money on other women belong to these honest people? Does a woman who murders
her unborn child also belong to these honest people?

I am neither a believer, nor a praying person, but I live as my honor dictates. I am satisfied
with my situation. Thus, I do not depend on God nor on any people.”

So much from the first part of his letter. In the second part of the letter, he attacks the
Church in an insulting way. He claims that even though working people make up the greatest
number of believers, the Church has done nothing for the working class and does not care about the
workers. | will address that accusation in fuller detail next Sunday. Today in my talk I will limit
myself to his introduction and the first part of his letter. I mark that all of these supposedly carefully
worked out “scribbles” do not contain any logic. They betray his hatred of God, people, of the faith
and of the Church.

He makes his objections, as everyone can make them and everyone knows how to make
them, and such are usually made by dishonest people, but they are never based on factual
arguments, therefore they are never proven to be true. In spite of this, I am not allowed to remain
silent concerning such unjustified attacks because such an apostle of unbelief and of atheism spins
his vile propaganda in Chicago and its surrounding areas and he confuses others. For this reason, [
present today’s talk entitled:
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AN HONEST PERSON

Just as there always were in past times there exist proud people who depend
only on their own personal intelligence and arrogantly deny the existence of God. “There is no
God” they write, say, teach, insist and prove. They take off from the general principle that no
one has seen God, therefore, there is no God and God does not exist. They even base their belief
on the words of the Evangelist who wrote “No one has ever seen God.” These so-called
interpreters forget, as bunglers of Holy Writ, that the Evangelist wanted to say that the human,
bodily eye, in this life is unable to see God or look at God, because of this simple and clear
reason - God is a spirit. Furthermore, has any person ever seen a person’s thought? Has any
person ever seen an electric current? We only see the results of man’s thoughts. We see what
electricity does. For this reason, we believe that thoughts exist and that electricity exists. What
did the Psalmist once write about such self-conceited people who deny the existence of God?
Listen “the fool says in his heart there is no God.” God from heaven looked down on the sons of
man in order to see if there is anyone who is reasonable or who is searching for God. Everybody
left, everybody became useless; there is no one who would do good, there is not even one. There
is destruction and disaster on their paths for they didn’t recognize the road to peace; there is no
fear of the Lord before their eyes.” The Psalmist of the Lord has described such arrogant
conceited fellows very well. Furthermore, is a normal average person who is sensible and
intelligent not going to believe, and will not be willing to believe in certain things only because
he did not see them? This is funny and very childish, isn’t it?

Because you have never seen Gibraltar, the cliff of Gibraltar doesn’t exist? Isn’t that cliff
there? Or, do you dare to deny and not believe that that magnificent basilica of St. Peter does
not exist simply because you have never seen it with your own eyes? Maybe you will
stubbornly insist that that master of all masters, Michael Buonarotti, the sculptor, artist, poet,
engineer and architect who planned and created that basilica never liver. You don’t believe
because you never saw him and never knew him. Why, history writes about this Michael, this
building, which inspires people from all over the world with awe and wonder testifies that he
lived. Or, maybe you want to convince me that this magnificent building arose itself or by
chance appeared from under the ground. Perhaps you won’t go that far.

Furthermore, we know a lot about the lives, the actions and the activities of people that
are great and famous, as also the Cretans and those who were brutal and tyrants, solely on the
basis of the declarations and writings of trustworthy people who were their contemporaries.

It is not absolutely necessary to see God with our human, material, mortal eyes in order
to be convinced that God exists. There are many other distinct and clear proofs for that. This
entire visible world with its firmament of the sun, moon and stars; the earth with all the people,
animals, plants and all of its metals; they didn’t create themselves; they didn’t suddenly appear
by chance neither did man create them.
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“In the beginning, God created heaven and the earth.” The entire first chapter of the
Bible describes exactly the work of creation. The good order that prevails in the world testifies
to the fact that God exists. The heavenly bodies do not leave the paths marked out for them.
They don’t get lost in the firmament. They move exactly like the hands on the face of a clock. On
earth, there is that same order. The seasons of the year change regularly. Night follows day.
Year after year the trees bear fruit and the earth yields products. The birds fly away and then
again return, always in the same season. Animals hide their possessions, the squirrel takes care
to prepare her storage place for winter, the beavers build dams, the spiders spin webs as though
they were embroidering screens, always according to an even design.

And what can be said about man? Someone wrote, “He is a small world and concerning
his body which is such a great masterpiece of the intelligence of God, that one of the pagan
doctors, Gallen by name, called out in a burst of ecstasy, “Oh, Thou Who has created us, I think
that I am chanting Your glory when I am writing about the human body.” What more can be
said of the soul, about the fact that man can think and speak? Here, the pagan Plato praises God
saying, “When you can see that there is order in my words and actions, you can conclude that I
have a soul. You can reason in the same way when you see the awesome order in the entire
world that a most wise Spirit exists.” It was for the same reason that the Psalmist sang: “The
heavens declare the glory of God and declare the firmament the work of His Hands!”

From where could this wise arrangement, this most wonderful order which meets our
eyes come? “Accidentally,” screams the unbeliever, but slowly. An accident has no intelligence.
Whatever happens accidentally happens without a plan. Again I cite an example.

“You often see railroad cars which regularly at a certain hour, both day and night ride
one and the same path, transporting both people and merchandise. What do you think? s it
possible that these railroad cars are on that path so regularly only by accident? If a person had
no intelligence, then maybe such a thought would enter his mind. But, being people with
healthy minds as such we know that there must be someone who takes care of this movement
in order that it may happen in an orderly fashion. Yet, creatures which are made so exquisitely,
that work so regularly, among whom there is such an awesome order, are considered by you as
the work or result of an accident? This was supposed to have been a blind accident that all of
creation answers to each other and unites with each other as in the circle of a huge clock and
they all lead to a common goal in the most beautiful harmony. There must be an Individual of
endless power and intelligence who governs all of creation; an Individual whom people call
God.

Someone once asked an Arab how he had become convinced of the existence of God,
and he answered without any hesitation - “In the same way that by studying the prints in the
sand that I am able to determine whether a person or an animal had passed this way.”

Yes, he who looks at the world intelligently meets God at every step of the way. Man’s
conscience testifies that God exists. Our conscience testifies at every opportunity, encouraging
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us to good and warning us against excesses. Our conscience is our friend, lawyer and judge. A
conscience cannot be bribed with anything. It always speaks the truth to us, either praising or
blaming us, either rewarding or blaming us, according to that which we deserve. One’s
conscience may be a little confused or sleepy but, one thing is certain, that every person has a
conscience. There is a live conscience in everyone, regardless of where they live in the world
and regardless of what religion they profess. Even paganism with all of its depravity was
unable to stifle the voice of its inner judge.

Haven’t you heard this voice? Haven’t you ever felt awe, pain and fear when you went
against that inner voice; pride and recognition from your conscience when you did some good
works? From where does such a law exist within us? From where comes this inner and unseen
judgment which lashes one with reproaches, shame fear and sadness and at another time pours
out praises, joys and peace. From where did each of us get this conscience which every person
has be he a believer or a non-believer, a virtuous person or an evil doer? Conscience cannot be
derived from us because it often opposes us, for we must listen to it even unwillingly, and no
one can stifle his conscience forever! Neither upbringing nor education can be the reason for a
conscience because a conscience is not only found among enlightened people but even among
the savage tribes who are deprived of all upbringing and education. Conscience come from God
Who is the Judge of all human affairs. God speaks to us through our conscience. He encourages
us to do good and scares us away from evil. He fills us with peace, joy and happiness or unrest,
fear and sadness. This depends on whether we listen to Him or scorn Him. The pagan
philosopher Seneca wrote - “God is by you. He is with you. He is in you. Truly, a good spirit
has its abode in us to warn us of evil and to guard our good.”

The sight of this world and reflection upon it, along with the order in this world, along
with the voice of peoples” conscience has brought about the fact that all peoples and all nations,
with a very small exception, both ancient and modern peoples, both savage and educated
peoples, believed and believe in the existence of a Supreme Being Who is infinitely wise and is
the beginning of everything. This unanimous confession is puzzling. The pagan writer Plutarch
wrote this historic saying - “You can find cities without walls, without laws or education, but
no one has ever seen a nation without God.” The famous orator and philosopher, the Roman
Cicero claimed that “Every nation, even if it is the most savage, believes in the existence of God,
believes in Him even though they do not know how to imagine or picture Him for themselves.”

You can read history, beginning with Adam and Eve up to our present times, the history
of barbaric nations and cannibal nations; of nomadic hordes who have no stable place to live
but constantly travel, living in tents in constantly different places; tribes of wild or savage
people living in jungles and everywhere you will hear the word God. Everywhere you will find
altars, everywhere you will hear songs and prayers.

This, despite the fact that the atheists, that is those people who do not believe in God,
have searched throughout the entire world trying to find a people among whom there would be
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no trace of belief in a Divine Being. Up until this time they have never yet found such a people.
And they never will!

Now, ask yourselves why it is that certain people, certain individuals do not believe in
God? Why? because certain people do not live according to convictions. Very often, this lack of
faith flows from a corrupt heart that is filled with rotten sins. If God would reveal Himself as a
Being Who does not condemn and does not punish every sin, but only gives happiness during
life and heaven after death and rewards everyone, the murderer as well as the profligate, the
thief as well as the habitual drunkard, the divorced man as well as the divorced woman, then,
believe me, the crowds of unbelievers would shrink and would be much smaller.

If God would erase the Ten Commandments there would be no atheists in the world.
They have convinced themselves and others that there is not God that there is no life after death
and there is no punishment.

Despite that, we have very many examples, that when they are in later years, when their
passions have cooled, and especially when death is looking into their eyes, when the door of life
is closing and the gates of eternity are opening, these former zealous unbelievers and
threatening atheists turned to God, seized the crucifix, retracted all of their errors and begged
forgiveness for all of the scandal which they gave. Similar conversions happen daily in our
present times.

My correspondent insists that an intelligent person who is educated can always and
everywhere help himself. In this instance he has bitten off more than the throat can swallow or
the stomach can digest. There are instances in which the intelligence of a person is helpless and
the meaning of education falls to zero. Just take a walk through the halls of hospitals for the
insane. Go visit the private sanatoriums for the insane and you will be amazed at what high per
cent of them are people exactly like you who depended only on their intelligence and education.
They had the intelligence and they had the education, but they didn’t have God. They believed
too strongly in their own intelligence and they blindly trusted their education, but they had too
little faith and trust in God. Do you see what kind of a catastrophe ends their life?

Or, go visit the nearest federal or state prison. Inquire as to how many of these
intelligent and educated, but men who profess not faith and do not believe in God, are now
behind bars and are doing penance for many crimes which do not befit the dignity of an
intelligent person or the value of an education. These criminals and others like them depended
too much on their own intellectual cleverness and on their high education. They depended very
little or nothing at all on the protection and help of God and look what happened.

Then it may happen that God sends some kind of cross to these non-believers, because
neither intelligence nor knowledge nor money can protect a person from suffering. There comes
about some deadly sickness or some loss of property, and in such cases, what does this




